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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This capstone course will study the Bracero Program and prepare for the opening of the Smithsonian Institution’s exhibit “Bittersweet Harvest: The Bracero Program, 1942-1964, ”for August 21, 2010 and run until October 31, 2010 at the Broome Library at CSUCI.  Students will help design a smaller exhibit focusing on Ventua County’s Bracero Legacy to complement the national exhibit.  Students will learn how to conduct primary research and how to present this research to a general audience. This course satisfies the Service Learning Capstone Requirement in Chicana/o Studies is only available to CHST minors and majors unless they receive permission from instructor.
COURSE READINGS:

1) Bracero History Reader (Available in Blackboard: Course Documents)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory and class participation is essential for this service learning course. If you cannot attend class due to illness or family emergency please contact the instructor and/or bring a doctor’s note to class. Since we meet once per week it is important that you attend class. Readings are expected to be done prior to class meeting.
Leading Discussion:
 Each student will select a scholarly article on the Bracero Program and lead discussion twice: Students must cover three main areas:  First, identify the main argument of the article. Second, explain how the author supports their main argument? What evidence do they offer?  Third, Do you agree or disagree with the author’s main argument?  Explain the limitations of the article.
Capstone Projects: Each student will select one project for the duration of the semester and must complete the project and present their findings to the class and general audience during the last week of the semester. Each week students will be required to work on these projects during and after class time beginning the fourth week of the semester. Each student will report on their findings so far with the rest of the class. The projects are listed below:
Project A: Historical Timeline of the Bracero Program
Students will research and create a historical timeline of the Bracero Program using primary and secondary sources. A majority of research will be done online, searching for government publications and scholarly articles.  You will be receiving help and advice from Sharon Sekhon, director of the Studio for Southern California History, who has produced some of the best historical timelines. Here are some samples: 
http://www.lahistoryarchive.org/resources.html
Project B: Mapping the Bracero Labor Camps in Ventura County
Students will research and create a local area map of Ventura County’s Bracero labor camps from the 1942 to the present. The main resource for this project is the Sanborn Insurance Map database located in the Los Angeles Public Library and the Heritage Quest Census Database located in the Camarillo Public Library. Both of these sources can be researched online:
http://databases.lapl.org/
http://157.145.215.81:81/rpa/default/RPA_redr.htm#newspaper
Project C: Exhibiting Braceros: Textual and Visual Images
Students will research the Bracero Archive to select and design the textual and visual images for the exhibition. Design exhibit posters using textual and visual images collected from interviews. These images are located in the share drive (Bracero) available through the instructor. 
Project D: Design a Museum Brochure for the CSUCI Bracero Exhibit
Students will research and write a short brochure to accompany the Bracero Exhibit and the Website. The majority of sources will be secondary literature on Ventura County and the Bracero Program:
http://beta.csuci.edu/bracero-exhibit/index.htm
Project E: Newspaper Research of Ventura County Braceros 
Students will conduct newspaper research on Braceros in Ventura County using newspaper databases available through NewspaperArchive.com (Oxnard Press Courier), CSUCI Library (Los Angeles Times Historical Newspaper) and the Ventura County Library System (America’s Newspapers). 
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/Browse.aspx  (Oxnard Press Courier)

http://157.145.215.81:81/rpa/default/RPA_redr.htm (America’s Newspapers: 
Ventura County Star)

Project F: Archival Research of Ventura County Braceros 
Student will conduct archival research at the Ventura County Historical Museum in downtown Ventura.  Students will also have access to the Farm Security Administration Papers located in Professor Alamillo’s office.

http://www.venturamuseum.org/AboutTheMuseum/LibraryCollections/tabid/134/Default.aspx
Capstone Project Presentations
Each student will be required to present their capstone project related to the Bracero Exhibit. This presentation will be held in the library as part of the campus-wide capstone presentation event. 
EXTRA CREDIT: Bracero Interviews
For those that want to take advantage of extra credit may conduct interviews of ex-Braceros and their families. Those students who are doing a Double Capstone with another Major will be required to conduct an interview of an ex-Bracero. Please see the instructor for the contact information. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Community-Based Research Conference
Students are invited to participate in the 4th Conference on Community-Based Research  at C.S.U. Los  Angeles scheduled for Friday March 12th.  The Instructor will be presenting on the Bracero History Project at CSU and would love to have students (who have done interviews of braceros) share their experiences with the audiences.

COURSE GRADING POLICIES:
The final grade system will be a “+/-” A, B, C, D, and F-scale. For individuals taking the course for credit/non-credit, a minimum C grade is needed for credit.

100% - 98% = A+

97% - 94% 
= A



93% - 90% = A-




89% - 87% = B+




86% - 84% = B




83% - 80% = B-

79% - 77% = C+

76% - 74% = C

73% - 70% = C-

69% - 67% = D+

66% - 64% = D

63% and below = F 

Grade Calculation:


Attendance/Class Participation...………………………………………..………….….20%

Leading Discussion (3)……………………………………………………..……….………30%

Capstone Project……………………………………………………………………………….40%

Capstone Project Presentation………………………………….….………............... 10%

SPECIAL NOTES:
Academic Dishonesty Policy 
Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating, inventing false information or citations, plagiarism and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. It usually involves an attempt by a student to show possession of a level of knowledge or skill that he/she does not possess.
CSUCI Disability Statement
Cal State Channel Islands is committed to equal educational opportunities for qualified students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The mission of Disability Accommodation Services is to assist students with disabilities to realize their academic and personal potential. Students with physical, learning, or other disabilities are encouraged to contact the Disability Accommodation Services office at (805) 437-8510 for personal assistance and accommodations. http://www.csuci.edu/disability/disability.htm.
University Mission Statement
Placing students at the center of the educational experience, California State University Channel Islands provides undergraduate and graduate education that facilitates learning within and across disciplines through integrative approaches, emphasizes experiential and service learning, and graduates students with multicultural and international perspectives. (University Catalogue, 2009 – 2010)
Furloughs

Due to severe state budget cuts imposed on the CSU by your governor and legislature faculty are forced to take FURLOUGH DAYS OR UNPAID NO-WORK DAYS throughout the 2009-2010 year.  I am taking a pay cut of 10% this year as a result.  The result for YOU is 9 fewer instruction days per semester and reduction in topics covered in return for paying 40% more in fees and tuition over last year. In short: YOU PAY MORE AND GET LESS. Please pay close attention to the class schedule for furlough days—they will be different in all of your classes.  “I thought it was a furlough day” is not an acceptable excuse for non-attendance or missing assignments. Please note that since faculty are required not to work on furlough days, my ability to reply to emails, respond to student requests, and complete grading will be delayed. If this is upsetting to you I encourage you to contact your elected officials:  MY FURLOUGH DAYS ARE THE FOLLOWING: 

Jan. 21st; Feb. 4 & 15; March 4 & 19th ; April 2 & 5; May 7th and 12th

COURSE SCHEDULE:

Monday, Jan. 25:  Introduction to Bracero Projects
Read: Chon A. Noriega, “Preservation Matters: Research, Community, and the Archive”
Introduction to the Bracero History Archive & Exhibition
http://braceroarchive.org/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/small_exhibition.cfm?key=1267&exkey=770
Introduction to the Bracero Project at CSUCI
http://beta.csuci.edu/bracero-exhibit/index.htm
Video#1: Bracero Program: Sad Recollections (2002)
Video #2:  Los Braceros: Strong Arms to Aid the USA(2006)

Video #3: Bracero Stories (2008)
WEEK 2: Feb,1st:  Historical Perspectives 
Article #1: Ernesto Galarza, Merchants of Labor, Chapter 8 & 17

Article #2: Gilbert Gonzalez, Ch.1 “Imperialism and Labor: Mexican, Indian and Algerian Labor Migrations in Comparative Perspective” in Guest Workers or Colonized Labor?
Article #3: “Manuel Garcia y Griego, “The Importation of Mexican Contract Laborers to the United States, 1942-1964” 
Article #4: Joon Kim, “The Political Economy of the Mexican Farm Labor Program, 1942064”

Article #5: Ronald Mize, “Workplace Identities and Collective Memory” 
Article #6: Martha Menchaca, The Mexican Outsiders, Chapters 4, 5 & 6
 Feb. 8th: Interdisciplinary Approaches 
Article #1:   Ana Elizabeth Rosas, “Women and The Bracero Program”
Article #2:  Deborah Cohen, “From Peasant to Worker: Migration, Masculinity, and the Making of Mexican Workers in the US”
Article #3: Matt Garcia, “Interethnic Conflict and the Bracero Program during World War II”
Article #4: Alicia Schmidt Camacho, “Migrant Modernisms: Racialized Development under the Bracero Program”
Article #5: Margaret Villanueva, "El Sarape Mural of Toppenish: Unfolding the Yakima Valley's Bracero Legacy"
Article #6: Kristi Morgan, “Evaluating Guest Worker Programs in the U.S.”

Feb. 15h: Furlough Day (No Class)

Feb, 22nd: Listening to the Voices of Braceros

Each student will be assigned an interview from the CSUCI Bracero Archive and they will research the main themes discussed in the interview and make connections to the scholarly articles and videos.

Capstone Projects
March 1st:

Capstone Projects

March 8th:

Capstone Projects

March 15th:

Capstone Projects

WEEK 9: Spring Break (No Classes)
March 29th:

Capstone Projects

April 5th: Furlough Day (No Class)

Capstone Projects

April 12:

Capstone Projects

April 19th:
Capstone Projects

April 26th:
Docent Training Workshop

May 3rd:  
Capstone Project Presentations
