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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This multi-disciplinary course provides an understanding of contemporary immigration in the United States. We consider how laws and policies, race and ethnicity, politics and economics played a crucial role in the decision to admit, examine, deny, deport and naturalize certain immigrant groups. The first part of the course will provide a historical overview of U.S. immigration laws and policies. We will begin in era of restriction (1924-1965) when U.S. immigration laws began constructing a “hierarchy of desirability” for admission into the United States and thus creating “illegal immigration” as a central problem that continues to this day. The second part shifts to post-1965 contemporary immigration.  This section explores the different models of immigrant integration or adaptation to the United States.  We will analyze the immigrant integration policies and practices of U.S. government and civic institutions and how and why immigrants take different paths towards adapting into the United States. The third section will examine the role of the global economy in fueling immigration of families who leave their children behind.  As globalization has expanded business and trade opportunities and forged free trade agreements around the world, women will migrate to where they can to make a better life for their families left behind. The last section will explore alternative solutions to a broken U.S. immigration system. By taking a comparative approach at immigration and examining how Canada and Europe are resolving their immigration problems we will consider whether these solutions may work in the current U.S. political climate.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

1) Recognize the contemporary nature of immigration as debated by the legal system, government officials, political interest groups, community groups, migrants/immigrants and citizens/non-citizens. 

2) Analyze the multiple definitions of citizenship (i.e. dual citizenship) in a globalized world 

3) Compare U.S. immigration and citizenship law with countries around the world. 

4) Examine how "citizenship" and "immigration" impacts the social, economic and political configuration of what it means to be "American" and "global citizen." 

5) Formulate the various forms of resistance among immigrant rights groups and nativist groups against immigration policies  
REQUIRED READINGS

1) Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (Princeton University Press, 2004)
2) Alejandro Portes and Ruben Rumbaut, Immigrant America: A Portrait, 3rd Edition, (Univesity of California Press, 2006)
3) Rhacel Salazar Parreñas, Children of Global Migration: Transnational Families and Gendered Woes (Stanford University Press, 2005)
4) Bill Ong Hing, Ethical Borders: NAFTA, Globalization and Mexican Migration (Temple University Press, 2010)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

●Course Readings:
This course is structured around assigned readings that need to be read before class. Each student should come prepared to discuss the readings, using notes and by forming a response or questions for the class to consider. 

● Office Hours:  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12-2pm

Office hours are those times of the week that the instructor will be in the office and available to confer with students. You are required to meet with the instructor at least one time to discuss your final presentation. You will earn one point in your class participation grade for using office hours. It is important that you become familiar with “office hours” during your college experience. Office hours will help you understand the course material better and provide you with a roadmap or action plan for your final presentation. If you cannot visit the instructor during office hours then you need to make an appointment. 

●Attendance: Class attendance is an essential component of our class. It is to your benefit to come to class regularly. You are allowed two excused absences with no questions asked but after two absences your total participation points will be affected by 1 point per absence. If you miss due to medical reasons please bring a doctor’s note. Students are responsible for notifying the Instructor in advance to receive an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the professor or another student for any missed assignments. 

● Class Participation:  Your participation is important. I expect you to contribute to class discussions and participate actively in class discussion, group discussions, blackboard discussions and in-class activities. In terms of participation it is important that you write down your thoughts and questions to improve the quality of your contribution to discussions. I expect every student to show respect for others' opinions and perspectives and hope to engage each other in a productive dialogue, choosing to agree to disagree when necessary.  
● Current Immigration Issue: Each student will pair up with one other student and select a current immigration issue in the news and share it with the class. First, you must identify the source (newspaper article, website, YouTube video) of your current event/issue. Second, explain how the current event/issue relates to contemporary immigration issues. Third, offer your opinion, evaluation and critique of the current issue/event. You need to credit the source in your Power Point presentation or bring in a copy to pass around to the class along with the appropriate citation. Lastly, be prepared for questions from students and instructor. Each presentation will take between 5 to 10 minutes in the beginning of class.  Students will need to sign up by the second week of the semester.
● Immigrant Interview Paper:   You will conduct an oral history interview with someone who has immigrated to the United States after 1965 and before 2005. Then, you will write a 8-10 page paper on this immigrant focusing on three specific immigration themes. Some examples include: migration journey, work experience, education status, language barriers, gender and sexuality issues, political situation, health related problems, and identity and acculturation. This person may be a relative, friend, acquaintance or someone recommended by the professor. You will be asked to formulate interview questions and turned in before the interview. An interview transcript is not necessary, but you will be required to present your paper during the last week of the semester. There will be more specific paper guidelines and a rubric available during the semester. The Interview Paper is due Thursday Dec. 8th.
● Midterm and Final Exams: 

There will be a Midterm and a Final exam related to the course readings, videos, and class/online discussions.  Both exams will be in-class exams with short and long essay questions. These exams will help me evaluate student’s progress throughout the semester and to emphasize the importance of “keeping up” with the readings, lectures, videos and discussions. No make-ups will be accepted without prior approval of the instructor. The Midterm Exam is on Tuesday, October 25st. The Final Exam is scheduled for Thursday December 15th.
( Extra Credit: There will be extra credit opportunities throughout the semester.  There will be opportunities to earn Extra Credit points throughout the semester. Some examples include guest speakers, museum exhibitions, theatrical performances, and film screenings. To earn extra credit you must write a short response on the presentation or film, or event you attended. Each Extra Credit is worth 3 points.  No extra credit will be accepted after the last day of class.                             
GRADING POLICIES

The final grade system will be a “+/-” A, B, C, D, and F-scale. For individuals taking the course for credit/non-credit, a minimum C grade is needed for credit.

100% - 98% = A+

97% - 94% = A



93% - 90% = A-




89% - 87% = B+




86% - 84% = B




83% - 80% = B-

79% - 77% = C+

76% - 74% = C

73% - 70% = C-

69% - 67% = D+

66% - 64% = D

63% and below = F 

Grade Calculation:


Attendance/Class Participation...…………………………………………..10%

Current Immigration Issue Presentation……………………………….. 15%

Immigrant Interview Paper………………………………….………………….25%
Midterm Exam………………………………………………………………………..25%
Final Exam…………………….………………………………………………………..25%

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating; plagiarism, inventing false information or citations, and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. If caught students we be punished according to university guidelines:  http://senate.csuci.edu/2002-2003/SP02-01.pdf
Disability Accommodation Services

Disability Accommodation Services (DAS) is dedicated to providing a broad range of quality support services to meet the needs of students with all types of physical, learning, psychological and/or sensory impairments that limit major life activities. Services are available to any student who finds his or her disability to be a barrier to achieving their educational goals. Only those students who identify themselves to the University and present appropriate written documentation of a disability are eligible for accommodation. Students with disabilities should contact the DAS office as soon as possible, even if they are not yet enrolled. All requests for accommodations require appropriate advance notice to avoid a delay in services. (V/TTY): (805) 437-8510. Fax: (805) 437-8529. accommodations@csuci.edu.

SPECIAL NOTES

-All dates, assignments and readings listed on this syllabus are subject to change with notice. 

-I expect that during class you will turn off your cell phones and other distracting electronic devices. 

-I expect all students to show respect to others and avoid personal attacks especially when discussing heated and controversial issues around immigration.

COURSE READING SCHEDULE:
WEEK 1:  

Tuesday, Aug. 30: Introduction to the course 

Thursday, Sept. 1: 
READ: David Kennedy, Can We Still Afford to Be a Nation of Immigrants?
READ: Immigrant America, Chapter 2: “Who They Are and Why They Come”
PART ONE:  U.S. IMMIGRATION LAWS & POLICIES

WEEK 2: 

Tuesday, Sept. 6:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Intro. & Chapter 1
WATCH: Race the Power of an Illusion: The House We Live In (Pt. 3)
Thursday, Sept. 8:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 2
WEEK 3:

Tuesday, Sept. 13:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 3

Thursday, Sept. 15:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 4
WATCH: Harvest of Loneliness
WEEK 4:

Tuesday, Sept. 20:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 5

Thursday, Sept. 22:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 6

WEEK 5:

Tuesday, Sept. 27:

READ: Impossible Subjects, Chapter 7 & Epilogue
PART TWO:  IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION
Thursday, Sept. 29:

READ: Immigrant America, Chapter 3: Spatial Mobility
WEEK 6:



Tuesday Oct. 4:

READ:  Immigrant America, Chapter 4: Economic Adaptation
WATCH: Farmingville
Thursday, Oct. 6:

READ:  Immigrant America, Chapter 5: Political Participation
WEEK 7:


Tuesday, Oct. 11:

READ:  Immigrant America, Chapter 6: Health & Acculturation 
Thursday, Oct.13:  

READ:  Immigrant America, Chapter 7: Language & Education
WEEK 8:

Tuesday, Oct. 18:

READ: Immigrant America, Chapter 8: Second Generation
Thursday, Oct. 20:   

READ: Immigrant America, Chapter 9: Religion
WEEK 9:

Tuesday, Oct. 25:

MIDTERM EXAM

PART THREE: TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY 
Thursday, Oct. 27:
READ: Children of Global Migration, Introduction and Chapter 1

WATCH: When Strangers Reunite
WEEK 10:

Tuesday, Nov. 1:

READ: Children of Global Migration, Chapters 2 & 3
Thursday, Nov. 3:

READ: Children of Global Migration, Chapters 4
WEEK 11:

Tuesday, Nov. 8:

READ: Children of Global Migration, Chapters 5
Thursday, Nov. 10:   

READ:  Children of Global Migration, Chapters 6 & 7
PART FOUR:   DEBATING IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS 
WEEK 12:

Tuesday, Nov. 15:

READ: Ethical Borders, Introduction & Chapter 1
WATCH: Letters from the Other Side
Thursday, Nov. 17:


READ: Ethical Borders, Chapter 2 & 3
WEEK 13:  
Tuesday, Nov. 22: 

READ: Ethical Borders, Chapter 4 & 5
Thursday, Nov. 24: Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class

WEEK 14:

Tuesday, Nov. 29:

READ: Ethical Borders, Chapter 6 & 7
Thursday, Dec. 1: 


READ: Ethical Borders, Epilogue
READ: Immigrant America, Chapter 10: Public Policy

WATCH:  Beyond Borders: The Debate over Human Migration
WEEK 15:

Tuesday, Dec. 6:  Immigrant Interview Presentations
Thursday, Dec. 8: Immigrant Interview Presentations
INTERVIEW PAPER DUE
FINAL EXAM
Thursday December 15th
10:30am-12:30pm
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