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CATALOGUE COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines transborder labor issues in the United States and North America with a focus on immigrant Latino and Latina workers who produce goods and services for a global economy. By looking at different aspects of contemporary labor (since the 1970s to the present day) in both rural and urban contexts, and in sending and receiving countries, within the formal and informal economy, and within local and global contexts, we can understand the rich and diverse experiences of Latino and Latina workers.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the course the student will be able to:
1) Analyze the historical and contemporary challenges facing Latino and Latina workers in the age of the global economy and information society. 

2) Compare and contrast the transformation of work and employment in Mexico, Canada and United States. 

3) Examine cross-border labor organizing among workers and labor unions in North America. 

4) Analyze through research a specific area related to the workers, labor movement, labor unions, free trade agreements and worker struggles in the global economy. 

5) Examine the recruitment processes, immigration policies, urban planning, and marketing strategies in relation to Latina/o workers participation in high-technology regions of California.
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
	1. Pierrete Hondagneu-Sotelo, Domestica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning & Caring in the Shadows of Affluence (University of California Press, 2007)
2. Carolina Bank Muñoz, Transnational Tortillas: Race, Gender, and Shop-floor Politics in Mexico and the United States (Cornell University Press, 2008)

3. Amalia  Cabezas, Economies of Desire: Sex and Tourism in Cuba and the Dominican Republic (Temple University Press, 2009)
4) Miriam Pawel, The Union of their Dreams: Power, Hope and the Struggle in Cesar Chavez’s Farm Worker Movement (2009)

5) Silvia Giagnoni, Fields of Resistance: The Struggle of Florida’s Farmworkers for Justice (Haymarket Books, 2011)




CLASS REQUIREMENTS
● Attendance 
Class attendance is an essential component of our class. It is to your benefit to come to class regularly. You are allowed two excused absences with no questions asked but after two absences your total participation points will be affected by 1 point per absence. If you miss due to medical reasons please bring a doctor’s note. Students are responsible for notifying the Instructor in advance to receive an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the professor or another student for any missed assignments. 
● Office Hours:  Tuesdays & Thursdays 12-2pm

Office hours are those times of the week that the instructor will be in the office and available to confer with students. You are required to meet with the instructor at least one time to discuss your final project. You will earn one point in your class participation grade for using office hours. It is important that you become familiar with “office hours” during your college experience. 

Office hours will help you understand the course material better and provide you with a roadmap or action plan for your final project. If you cannot visit the instructor during office hours then you need to make an appointment.
● Class Participation 
The sharing, exchanging, and appreciation of people's ideas and experiences are part of the process that builds classroom community and produces active and critically aware global citizens.  Hence, class participation is an essential component of our class and requires attendance and pre-class reflection on the course materials.  To foster active participation, we should come to class prepared with questions or comments from the readings.  We all have important contributions to make to our class, so, there will be room for varying types of participation.  This includes:  large class discussion, group-level facilitation, Blackboard discussions, and two-person facilitation of current events. Check the daily schedule for type of class participation.
Large Class Discussion:  Students are encouraged to participate in class discussions. Questions related to readings will be posted on Blackboard and/or distributed in the beginning of class. 

Small Group Discussion:  Students will be placed in small groups in randomly and asked to answer specific questions related to readings will be posted on Blackboard and/or distributed in the beginning of class.
Electronic Discussion: Please check your Blackboard Syllabus for the type of electronic discussion (Blogs, Discussion Boards, Journals, and Wikis). It is important that you participate in discussions, respond to reading questions, check updates, check your progress in grade book, read class announcements and look for syllabus changes and extra credit opportunities. If you do not regularly check your dolphin email account, please go into Blackboard and forward all of your email to the account that you regularly check. Blackboard discussions will occur throughout the semester and they will be moderated by instructor with questions from readings, videos or current events/issues.   Your Blackboard comments need to connect to and react to class readings, discussions and other related/relevant issues. Each posting needs to be well thought out and well informed.  
● Group Facilitation - You will work in groups of 2 to prepare and facilitate a class discussion on a book chapter related to Latino and Latina workers.  Each group will be asked to prepare a list of questions to be distributed or shown on Powerpoint to all members of the class.  These questions should be based on the assigned reading and might include inquires about the author’s arguments, data, methodology, and the implications of the research findings.  Think creatively about ways to engage class members in discussion.  You are encouraged to meet with me as a group to discuss your facilitation plans.  Facilitations should be designed for 30 minutes of class time.

● Take Home Exams: 
There will be FOUR take-home exams with essay questions related to each book and related readings, videos and class/electronic discussions. Each answer must be typed, double-spaced and a minimum of 2 pages and maximum of 4 pages. The take home exam will help evaluate student’s progress throughout the semester and to emphasize the importance of “keeping up” with the readings, lectures, videos and discussions. All take home exams are due on the due date specified on the syllabus. No late assignments will be accepted without prior approval of the instructor. Please submit all assignments in hard copy or upload via Blackboard. Please do not e-mail assignments to instructor without permission. 
( Final Paper & Presentation Each student will be required to write a 10-12 page Final Paper related to Latino/a Workers in a Global Economy and present it to the class for 10 minutes during the final exam week of the semester. A list of topics will be posted and distributed as well as guidelines on how to write a research paper. The topic and sources will have to be approved by the instructor.  Each student is required to meet with the instructor before deciding on a topic. The topic is due by October 3. A research question is due Oct. 26th.  An annotated bibliography with journal articles (min. of 5), books (min of 3) and newspaper sources (min. of 3) will be due. The final draft is due the week after Thanksgiving Break. The final paper is due on the day of the final exam.
( Extra Credit: There will be extra credit opportunities throughout the semester.  There will be opportunities to earn Extra Credit points throughout the semester. Some examples include guest speakers, museum exhibitions, theatrical performances, and film screenings. To earn extra credit you must write a short response on the presentation or film, or event you attended. Each Extra Credit is worth 3 points.  No extra credit will be accepted after the last day of class.                             
GRADING POLICIES
The final grade system will be a “+/-” A, B, C, D, and F-scale. For individuals taking the course for credit/non-credit, a minimum C grade is needed for credit.

100% - 98% = A+

97% - 94% 
= A


93% - 90% = A-



89% - 87% = B+



86% - 84% = B



83% - 80% = B-

79% - 77% = C+

76% - 74% = C

73% - 70% = C-

69% - 67% = D+

66% - 64% = D

63% and below = F 

Grade Calculation:


Attendance/Class Participation...………………………………………..…10%

Group Facilitation………………………………………………………………….10%

Take Home Exam #1………………………………………………………………10%

Take Home Exam #2………………………………………………………………10%

Take Home Exam #3………………………………………………………………10%

Take Home Exam #4………………………………………………………………10%
Final Presentation…………………………………………………………………10%

Final Project…………………………………………..…………….………..........30%

Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating; plagiarism, inventing false information or citations, and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. If caught students we be punished according to university guidelines:  http://senate.csuci.edu/2002-2003/SP02-01.pdf
Disability Accommodation Services

Disability Accommodation Services (DAS) is dedicated to providing a broad range of quality support services to meet the needs of students with all types of physical, learning, psychological and/or sensory impairments that limit major life activities. Services are available to any student who finds his or her disability to be a barrier to achieving their educational goals. Only those students who identify themselves to the University and present appropriate written documentation of a disability are eligible for accommodation. Students with disabilities should contact the DAS office as soon as possible, even if they are not yet enrolled. All requests for accommodations require appropriate advance notice to avoid a delay in services. (V/TTY): (805) 437-8510. Fax: (805) 437-8529. accommodations@csuci.edu.
SPECIAL NOTES

-All dates, assignments and readings listed on this syllabus are subject to change with notice. 

-I expect that during class you will turn off your cell phones and other distracting electronic devices. 

COURSE SCHEDULE:
WEEK 1:  
Monday, Aug. 29: Introduction to the course 
Part 1: Factory Work in a Global Economy
Wednesday, Aug. 31:  
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 1 
Watch GLOBAL ASSEMBLY LINE
WEEK 2: 
Monday, Sept. 5:  Labor Day Holiday -No Class-
Wednesday, Sept. 7:
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 2 & 3

WEEK 3:
Monday, Sept. 12:
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 4 

Wednesday, Sept. 14:
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 5  
WEEK 4:
Monday, Sept. 19:
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 6 
WATCH MADE IN L.A.
Wednesday, Sept. 21:
Read Transnational Tortillas, Chapter 7 
WATCH MAQUILAPOLIS
Take-Home Exam #1 Due
Part 2: Domestic Workers in Southern California
WEEK 5:
Monday, Sept. 26:

Domestica, Chapter 1 & 2
Watch: MAID IN AMERICA
Wednesday, Sept. 28:
Read Domestica, Chapter 3
WEEK 6:


Monday Oct. 3:
Read Domestica, Chapter 4
Final Paper Topic Due
Wednesday, Oct. 5:
Read Domestica, Chapter 5
WEEK 7:


Monday, Oct. 10:
Read Domestica, Chapter 6 & 7
Wednesday, Oct.12:  
Read Domestica, Chapter 8
Take-Home Exam #2 Due

Part 3: Sex Workers and Global Tourism  

WEEK 8:
Monday, Oct. 17:
Read Economies of Desire, Introduction 
Wednesday, Oct. 19:   
Read Economies of Desire, Chapter 1
WEEK 9:
Tuesday, Oct. 24:
Read Economies of Desire, Chapter 2
Thursday, Oct. 26
Read Economies of Desire, Chapter 3
Final Paper Research Question Due
WEEK 10:
Monday, Oct. 31:
Read Economies of Desire, Chapter 4
Wednesday, Nov. 2:
Read Economies of Desire, Chapter 5 & Epilogue
Take-Home Exam #3 Due

Part 4: Farm Workers and Globalization of Food  
WEEK 11:
Monday, Nov. 7:
Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 1-5
Watch THE FIGHT IN THE FIELDS
Wednesday, Nov. 9:   

Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 6-10
Annotated Bibliography Due

WEEK 12:
Monday, Nov. 14:
Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 11-15
Wednesday, Nov. 16:

Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 16-20
WEEK 13:  
Monday, Nov. 21: 
Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 21-24
Wednesday, Nov. 23: 
Read The Union of Their Dreams, Chapters 25-28
Thanksgiving Holiday (Nov. 24-26)
WEEK 14:

Monday, Nov. 28:
Read Fields of Resistance, Chapters 1 & 2




Final Paper Draft Due
Wednesday, Nov. 30: 

Read Fields of Resistance, Chapters 3 & 4
WEEK 15: 
Monday, Dec. 5:  

Read Fields of Resistance, Chapters 5-7
Wednesday, Dec. 7:    Class Summary
Take-Home Exam #4 Due

Final Project & Presentation Due
Dec. 12 1-3pm
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